From

We now have a decision from the Victorian Gov-
ernment to adopt the Native Title Settlement
Framework as the preferred method for resolving
native title in Victoria. May was extremely busy
with staff preparing to co -convene the national
native title conference. The conference was a
great success with many traditional owners and
native title bodies from around the country
participating. The highlight for NTSV was the
Framework announcement by the Attorney Gen-
eral Rob Hulls. This provided a very positive
atmosphere for the conference and indeed for the
future of native title resolution around Australia.

We are now assessing the likely impact of the
Framewor k on NTSVOs

essential that we have an Operational Plan that
ensures we can properly implement the Frame-
work to achieve positive outcomes across the
State. A 10 year Claims Resolution Strategic Plan
is being developed with the State Government.

| am pleased to welcome our new Principal Legal
Officer, Austin Sweeney. Austin is a lawyer and
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mediator who has practised in the area of land
rights and native title for over 15 years. In recent
years, Austin has been working with native title
holders to develop their capacity to manage their
PBCs, resolve disputes, and negotiate native title
agreements.

| am also pleased to welcome Romany Tauber as
our new Manager of Land Justice and Policy.
Romanyds most recent
in land rights and native title matters in the
Northern Territory, where she spent several years
working with the Northern Land Council.
Romanyds role at NTSV wil
implementation of the Victorian Settlement Frame-
wolk,uas well asssecretaridt support $or the Land
Justice Group.

The tide is turning for native title in Victoria and

we at NTSV are looking forward to better things for
traditional owners.

Chris Marshall, CEO

- Call For Expressions Of Interest

Expressions of Interest are invited from Indigenous persons interested in sitting on the
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of Native Title Servi

Board members do not represent their own particular group or region and are appointed on
capacity to

mer it i n
interests of all Victorian traditional owners.

The selection criteria for Board appointments are
as follows:

. Experience in corporate governance;
. Good standing in the Indigenous community;
. Some knowledge of native title issues; and

. A traditional owner in Victoria.
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Expressions of Interest should be sent to:

Company Secretary, Native Title Services Victoria
P.O. Box 431,

North Melbourne 3051

(by Friday 7 August 2009)

Any enquiries should be directed in the first instance to Chris Marshall (CEO) on 9321 5302 or
0412 479 701.
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From the Chairman

This newsletter marks a historic time for native
title in Victoria. On 4 June the Attorney General
and Deputy Premier Rob Hulls announced the
State Government's decision to adopt the Victo-
rian Native Title Settlement Framework, as the
preferred method for negotiating native title in Vic-
toria.

NTSV welcomes this landmark decision, and is
working to implement the Framework as an
alternative method of claim resolution for Victo-
riads traditional
result of a collaborative undertaking between the
State Government, Native Title Services Victoria
and the Land Justice Group, under the chairman-
ship of Mick Dodson, and it is a much better way
of resolving native title.

| was delighted that the Government chose to
announce its decision at the National Native Title
Conference at the MCG, which NTSV co -convened
with the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Studies (AIATSIS). The
Wurundjeri people were wonderful hosts of the
annual conference, which is the largest national
gathering of a broad range of key stakeholders on
the issue of native title and land justice. The
theme of the conference was Spirit of Country,
Land, Water, Life and it was generally regarded as
a very successful conference.
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The new policy developments in Victoria provided
a great focus for discussion of the direction of the
national agenda in native title. The rest of the
country is taking a very close interest in what
Victoria is doing.

NTSV is now focused on Framework implementa-
tion which will include consultations with tradi-
tional owners across Victoria to ensure that there
is general understanding of the content and
potential of the Framework.
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traditional owners through the native title process
0to oOoturning the tided6 of
land access. We all want to move beyond the
slow, unfair and overly technical legal processes
which have characterised native title in the past.

The coming months promise positive change, and
the NTSV Board looks forward to participating in
a process that will lead the way in delivering land
justice through native title outcomes.

Yours in the struggle,

Graham Atkinson

The 10th Annual National Native Title Conference
took place on June 3 5.

This year the conference was co -convened by
Native Title Services Victoria and hosted by the

Wurundjeri people.
The conference took place at the fabulous MCG.

conference photos inside , see page 2.



10th National Native Title Conference

Claims Update

Gunai Kurnai matters

The Gunai/Kurnai claimants are continuing intensive negotiation of aspirations with the State with the
intention of concluding a negotiated settlement of native title by 30 June 2010. A full group meeting was
held in June. The Kurnai clans overlapping claim has been listed for a Federal Court hearing in October.

North West Regional matters

North West negotiation team meetings are being convened as required to provide advice and direction in

relation to all options for agreement  -making. NTSV has engaged senior lawyer Adam McLean to assist
with legal strategy in the North West. The North West negotiating group met on 26 -27 March, and a
regional meeting is now being planned - probably in August.

Dja Dja Wurrung  are continuing intensive negotiations with the State with a view to finalising a settle-

ment agreement by 30 June 2010.

Wamba Wamba, Barapa Barapa and Wadi Wadi are continuing negotiations with the State towards
agreement -making and settlement. The Robinvale group is addressing key issues i both internal and
with neighbouring groups. The process to facilitate Yupagalk re-engagement with the State on settle-

ment negotiations is ongoing. The Yupagalk group is prioritising resolution of issues concerning the
BGLC at this stage. Family meetings are proposed.

Gunditjmara matters

Negotiations with the State and others to settle Part B are planned for the near future. A comprehensive
review and renegotiation of the Gunditjmara ILUA and associated settlement agreements in light of the
new State policy Framework is also planned.

South West/Kirrae Wurrung matters

A major anthropological report has finally been received and Senior Counsel advice is being obtained in
relation to legal options available to the traditional owners. The group will shortly have a meeting to
have these matters presented for discussion and to provide instructions in relation to future progress of

their native title rights and interests.

Taungurung matters

The Taungurung group has been presented with an anthropology report and legal advice in relation to
options available to them to pursue their native title rights and interests. The group has requested
family meetings for detailed discussion of a number of specific issues.

New Policy Framework

The Native Title Settlement Framework Report has been accepted by the Victorian Government, and
NTSV will be holding consultations with traditional owners in coming months. Information will also be
provided at claim meetings. The Framework provides Victorian traditional owners with the opportunity

to negotiate native title settlement agreements with the State Government in a streamlined process to
obtain benefits which will go some way to redressing past injustice i including handover of Crown land.

Timeframes for Framework delivery and implementation
Stage 1: Writing and Delivering Report - completed Dec 2008
Victorian Government Cabinet acceptance of the Report & announced June 4, 2009

Stage 2: Implementation stage
The implementation stage will involve consultation with Victorian traditional owners. NTSV will hold a
number of regional meetings, and the State will attend part of these meetings.

Policy development: The implementation stage will also involve development of policy detail including
legislative reform. Further Cabinet acceptance of policy detail and legislation will be required -hopefully
by the end of 2009.

Stage 3: Operation of the Framework & expected to commence around April 2010
Individual groups will be able to negotiate agreements directly with the State Government, with the aim
of finalising at least one agreement every year for the next 10 years.

If you would like a copy of the Framework Report please contact Luke Briggs or Ken Kennedy at NTSV on ph: (03) 9321 5300.
Alternatively, you can access the Framework Report online at http://www.ntsv.com.au




