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As we draw to the end of 2008 | can report

that this year has been one of both hard -won
progress and of new opportunity.
Progress in our priority claims 0 the North

West claims cluster and the Gunai/Kurnai

claim 0o has encountered various frustrations
along the way, although an end point is defi-
nitely now in sight and there is cause for opti-

mism.

The new opportunity arises from the willing-
ness of the State Government to consider new
policy options for settling native title in a way
that finally delivers land justice. The joint
State /Land Justice Group/NTSV Steering
Committee has produced a very important re-
port and, if all goes well, the work of NTSV in
assisting first nation groups around the State
will in future years be much less fraught.

| am grateful for the excellent work done by
NTSV staff this year 0 whether in developing
the options papers for Steering Committee
consideration, progressing the claims, under-
taking the research or providing admin sup-
port services. It has all contributed magnifi-

cently to the joint effort.
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Mark Brett leaves the
position of Policy Officer
this Christmas to return /
fulltime to academia. ¢ 3
He has done superb % °
work during his three
years with NTSV & both 1.
on policy development
work and in his support
role to the Land Justice
Group.

Policy Officer Mark Brett

Libby Bunyan is relinquishing her role as
Principal Legal Officer in order to take a
lengthy period of leave. A new PLO will be ap-
pointed in the very near future, to commence
in the new year.

On behalf of the staff | wish you all a peaceful

and refreshing break and | advise that the

NTSV office will close on Wednesday 24 De-
cember and reopen on Monday 5 January
20009.

Chris Marshall, CEO.
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This newsletter marks the conclusion of a year
of steady progress in the long struggle to
achieve a means of settling native title in Vic-
toria with a measure of real land justice.

The year has been very much dominated by
the intensive policy negotiations and discus-
sions surrounding the work of the Steering
Committee set up by the State Government
and chaired by Mick Dodson.

A more complete report on the Steering Com-
mittee policy development process is set out in
the Land Justice Groupds
portant to note, however, that the new policy
Framework, whilst it has been negotiated by

Land Justice Group representatives on behalf

of all Victorian traditional owners, is essen-

tially a framework for the settling of native ti-

tle.

That is, it will be a Native Title Settlement
Framework, the effect of which will be to
directly determine the way that NTSV goes
about its business in the years ahead.

2009 will be a very significant year 0 when the
Steering Commi tt eeds
adopted by the State Government and trans-
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lated into appropriate legislation.

All of this will need to occur as quickly as
possible, and NTSV will be doing its utmost to

engage with the officers of the State Govern-

ment in such a way that Victoria will, to

quote a recent media release from Hon Rob

Hul | s, ol ead the wayd in
matters.

It is time to move beyond the unfair and ex-
cessively legalistic processes that have char-
acterised native title in the past d not only in
Vidiogiaylsul aerdss teernation. |t i s i m-

| record here my deep appreciation of the
commitment of my fellow Directors on the
NTSV Board and the resilient efforts of the
NTSV staff over this demanding year 2008.

On behalf of the Board | wish all readers of
this newsletter a happy and safe Christmas
season.

Yours in the struggle
need t o be

NTSV Board (L -R): Trevor Edwards,
Damein Bell, Daphne Milward, Mick
Harding, Graham Atkinson and Eleanor
Bourke.



Steering Committee

Steering Committee

negotiations continued
at a recent November
13th meeting.

Pictured standing (L -R) : Keryn Negri (Secretariat), Neil Robertson (DoJ), Len Clarke (LJG), Mick Harding
(LIG), Graham Atkinson (LJG), Jenny Samms (Ministerial Taskforce on Indigenous Affairs ), lan Hamm
(AAV), Chris Marshall (NTSV). Sitting (L  -R): Sandra Onus (LJG), Mick Dodson (Chairman) and Judy

Backhouse (DSE).

Damein Bell -Report

NTSV Director and Gunditj Mirring Chairman Damein Bell recently travelled overseas for a series

of tasks including:

Attending and presenting the Budj Bim: Spirit of Place story at the International Council on
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 16 t General Assembly in Quebec City, Canada.

Staying with the Midkmaq Peop
traditional eel stories and legal rights experiences.

l e in Nova Scoti a,

Meeting with the University College of London and the British Mu-

seum of Natural History in London, UK regarding the repatriation
of Gunditjmara Ancestor Remains and cultural heritage items.

Meeting with the UNESCO World Heritage Centre in Paris France

to discuss and promote the Gu
tion of the Budj Bim National Heritage Landscape for World Heri-
tage Listing.

Damein promoted the Gunditjmara / Budj Bim story as well as the Vic-
torian Aboriginal land justice experience during the conference, meet-
ings and networking opportunities.

National Caring for Country Strategy

As a member of the Indigenous Advisory Committee Damein is
involved in progressing discussion paper promoting the need for
a National Caring for Country Strategy. The paper has now been
di stributed for the considerat:i

Responses to the discussion paper will be a key activity at the
upcoming 3 rd National Land and Sea Conference.

To obtain a copy of the discussion paper, please email
iac@environment.gov.au

Ca

nditjmarads fort hcomi

3DT-WQNHN )LUVW 1DWLRQ:"

from Nova Scotia and Damein Bell.
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IAC members at Cardwell, 2007.

Back (L -R): Vic McGrath, Chrissie Grant, Daniel Oades,
Dave Johnson

Front (L -R) : Damein Bell, Melissa George, Joe Morrison
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Claims Update

Gunai Kurnai

A milestone has been achieved in the Gunai/Kurnai claim in the second half of this year with the com-
mencement of substantive negotiations with the State Government aimed at developing a settlement
package. There were a number of steps leading to this result: in October, the Applicant provided the
State with a copy of its Statement of Aspirations; in November, a number of Gunai/Kurnai elders and
others met with the Attorney General to offi-

cially present him with the Gunai/Kurnai

Statement of Aspirations; and in December,

Gunai/Kurnai negotiators held their first

meeting with the Stltastaeds negotiators.

ticipated that regular negotiation meetings

will continue throughout 2009.

The Gunai/Kurnai people have also been
made aware that on 25 August 2008, Pauline
Mullett on behalf of Kurnai Clans filed an ap-
plication to strike out their claim. They will
oppose the application when it is considered

by the Federal Court on 12 December _ .
2008. Gunai/Kurnai elders presented Attorney General Rob Hulls

(pictured back row) with a Statement of Aspirations.

Gunditjmara Part B

While a large portion of the claims by the Gunditjmara People was finalised in March 2007, an area in
the east part of the claims, between the Shaw and Eumatrella rivers, known as Part B was not in-
cluded in the settlement. Since July 2007, NTSV has facilitated research into that area and the area
to its east. The research is intended to ensure that all traditional owners are appropriately included in
any resolution of the claim. Once completed, this research will need to be considered by the Gundit-
jmara People and any other traditional owners.

North West claims

For the time being, t he North West cl ai mants ar e
and implementation of the same. Once these outcomes are known, the State has said that the North
West claims would be its first priority for application of the new policies.

Since the last newsletter, the North West negotiating group met on 19,20,21 November with the State

to discuss a land -related new policy that may become available. Yupagalk and Robinvale Aboriginal
Community members did not attend this meeting as both groups are prioritising other issues with
neighbouring groups for the time being.

Important meetings to update traditional owners on the results of the negotiations and developments
in the claim generally, and get new instructions, took place in late November and early December.

South West Victoria

In 2008, the traditional owners of South West Victoria have met three times for an update on the re-
search project currently underway. Many also attended two genealogy workshops held by NTSV in
July.
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