
 

From the CEOõs Desk 
Belinda Guest, our Research Manager, has recently 
announced that she will be taking maternity leave 
from late July.  Belinda has been with  NTSV since 
its inception in 2003 and  does an outstanding job 
of leading the NTSV research team. Belinda will cer-
tainly be missed and we look forward to her return 
after maternity leave.  

NTSV has recently negotiated some additional office 
space in an adjacent building which allows us to 
house our Community Liaison Officers in a more 
adequate environment.  Our CLOs are essential to 
NTSVõs work, and it is a pleasure to see them in 
more functional surroundings.  Other staff will also 
be located in the new space.  

I am pleased  to announce that this next door  
building has also become the new home of the    
National Native Title Council, which  sub -leases 
space there.  The NNTCõs first fulltime CEO Brian 
Wyatt, a Yamatji man from WA, commenced here 
on 6 April and NTSV is  pleased to be able to offer 
co-location to this important national native title 
organisation ð the rep bodiesõ own peak body.   

It is a very busy time, the fruit of which will hope-
fully become evident soon to all Victorian tradi-
tional owners.  

 

Chris Marshall, CEO  

2010 is proving to be a big year with great out-
comes on the horizon for traditional owners.  We 
are well into implementation of the Native Title 
Settlement Framework, and are looking forward 
to the finalisation of settlements in the coming 
months.   

To ensure we see outcomes this year, our staff 
have been working flatout to progress the priority  
claims.  We hope to see settlements for Gunai 
Kurnai and Dja Dja Wurrung finalised this year.   

NTSV staff have been working closely with Victo-
rian government agencies on a number of Frame-
work implementation projects and have played 
an important role in the development of the 
Framework.  There has been significant develop-
ment of the alternative future act system (the 
Land Use Activity Regime), and new Access to 
Land (joint management) options for traditional 
owners.  

I have been delighted to welcome back Ann 
Daniel, who has returned to work at NTSV after a 
couple of years working back in Cape York. Ann 
is a very experienced native title lawyer, having  
worked for the Cape York Land Council, as well 
as being involved as the NTSV lawyer for the 
Gunditjmara Consent Determination here in 
March 2007.  

 

NTSV staff have been working on a number of Framework implementation projects. Legislation is being 
drafted and will hopefully be introduced into Parliament by June 2010.  

At a governance workshop in Canberra recently, Mick Dodson said the funding model in the Victorian 
Settlement Framework is the òfirst 
serious attempt by a government to 
develop an across - the - board           
sustainable funding policy in the 
post -Mabo landscapeó.  The work-
shop was held by the national Joint 
Working Group on Indigenous Land 
Settlements in April 2010, and the 
importance of the Victorian Frame-
work in delivering land justice to 
traditional owners was discussed.  

Framework Update  

In January 2010 NTSV, Land Justice 
Group and DoJ representatives attended 
the Falls Creek meeting of traditional 
owners to provide information about the 
new Framework.   
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Native Title Services Victoria  

Thinking back to this date twelve months ago, it is 

inspiring to consider just how much the native ti-
tle landscape has changed in Victoria over the past 
year.  

The historic announcement on 4 June 2009 by At-
torney General and Deputy Premier Rob Hulls that 
the government had accepted the Victorian Native 
Title Settlement Framework as the preferred 
method for negotiating native title in Victoria has 
sparked a huge number of projects and processes 
aiming to make the Framework operational by 
July 2010.  

Since June last year, we have worked with the 
State Government to fine tune aspects of the poli-
cies that underlie the major reforms.  

I look forward to witnessing many genuine out-
comes for traditional owners in Victoria, including 

 
the passing of legislation by June this year and 

the conclusion of the first settlements shortly af-
terwards.  

The Framework places Victoria at the forefront of 
native title policy in Australia. The fact that Victo-
ria now houses the National Native Title Council 
(NTTC) bears testament to our leadership in the 
field, and I look forward to working more closely 
with the NTTC in the future.  

A lot of work remains to be done, but we are com-

mitted to achieving land justice, and feel that it is 

closer now than it has been in a long time.  

Yours in the struggle,  

Graham Atkinson  

From the Chairman  

 

Charmaine Singleton(left): òI first started work 

at NTSV November 2007 as casual CLO.  I have 

worked  full time as CLO since 2008. I have 

connections to GunaiKurnai, Gunditjmara and 

Kirrae  Wurrung.  

I have enjoyed working with the Yupagalk and 

GunaiKurnai groups. I also enjoy working with 

my fellow colleagues who are very supportive.ó 

 

Drew Berick(centre): òI have connections to 

Dja Dja Wurrung and Yorta Yorta. This is my 

third year at Native Title Services Victoria as a 

Community Liaison Officer (CLO).  

As the CLO for various groups such as Dja Dja 

Wurrung, Gunditjmara, Kirrae Wurrung and 

the Victorian Traditional Owners Land Justice 

Group, I have had the opportunity to network 

with many different people and build some 
good and strong relationships with community 

members.ó 

 

 

Luke Briggs(right): Luke has worked at NTSV since 2007.   He has been a part time CLO for the North West area for the 

past 2 years and recently became full time CLO for the region.   Luke is a proud Gunai Kurnai and Barapa man and has 

spent most of his life in the Gippsland town of Moe.   Prior to this Luke worked in education. Luke is currently working 

on the Wadi Wamba Barapa, Taungurung, Robinvale and Yupagulk claims.  

   Our Community Liaison Officers  


