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These are demanding, challenging and potentially
groundbreaking times for native title in Victoria.

While the State policy Framework negotiations
offer great possibilities, resolution of our priority
claims o Gunai -Kurnai and the North West claims
d has not been without its challenges. But that is
true of anything worthwhile & particularly, it
seems, when the rights of minorities such as the
dispossessed traditional owners of Victoria are at
stake.

| have no doubt that the commitment of the
claimant groups to achieve recognition of their
native title rights will be vindicated and NTSV will
continue to stand with them to that end.

The new Commonwealth Government is also
speaking of exciting new possibilities for native
title resolution across the country, but just where
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all that goes is yet to be determined. NTSV will
continue to make a constructive input to those
discussions through its membership of the
National Native Title Council, of which | am the
Deputy Chair.

On the staffing front Emily Gerrard is leaving us
after two and a half years of skilled and committed
work with the North West claimants, but we are
delighted to have Cedric Hassing join us to take on
that work. Cedric previously worked on native
titte matters in NSW and brings very strong
experience to his work with NTSV.

We expect to be able to report positive progress on
several fronts in our next newsletter.

Chris Marshall

Future Acts Update

A beautiful set of numbers for the Dja Dja Wurrung native title group

With the registration of the Chum Street car park Indigenous Land Use Agreement on 14 May 2008 by
the National Native Title Tribunal, the Dja Dja Wurrung native title group have now notched up 17
registered ILUAs. The Chum Street car park ILUA provides for various benefits and the installation of a
recognition plaque at a site adjoining the St. John of God Hospital in Bendigo for which the Dja Dja
Wurrung native title group consented to the Department of Sustainability & Environment granting a

licence for the construction of a car park for medical staff and patients.

On another record -breaking note, 37 proponents have now signed up to the Regional ILUA for Explora-
tion with the Dja Dja Wurrung native title group which was registered by the NNTT on 5 May 2006.
Hoping to repeat the success of this first Regional ILUA, the Dja Dja Wurrung native title group have
recently finalised negotiations for another Regional ILUA, this time for small scale mining licences with

the Prospectors & Mi

ners

Association of Victori a.

exploration licence agreements, awaits execution by the Dja Dja Wurrung registered applicants.

A first for the Robinvale Aboriginal Community native title group

Making history in their own way is the Robinvale native title group who are to be congratulated for
recently finalising their first future act agreement. They negotiated with lluka Midwest Ltd for an explo-

ration licence, which was granted on 4 June 2008. The Robinvale native title group Instructing Commit-

tee are now involved in intensive negotiations with lluka for a mineral sands mine. Their negotiations so
far have taken them on a study tour of sand mines and processing plants across Victoria.

A new era for the Gunai
In the last year the Gunai

-Kurnai Native Title Group
-Kurnai have finalised a large number of exploration and mining agreements

under section 31 of the Native Title Act. The successful registration of their Indigenous Land Use Agree-
ment with Mt Conqueror Mines by the National Native Title Tribunal on 27 June 2008 spells a new era of

doing business for the Native Title Group.
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From the Chairman

In our last newsletter | mentioned that a process of
negotiating new native title policy with the State
Government was hopefully about to commence. |
am now very happy to be able to report to you all
that the Victorian Government has appointed a
Steering Committee chaired by Mick Dodson with a
brief to provide State Cabinet with new policy
proposals for settling native title and delivering
land justice to Victorian traditional owners.

The Steering Committee, as most of you will know,
includes representation from the Land Justice
Group and NTSV as well as senior State Govern-
ment officials, and the negotiation process is al-
ready well underway.

We have high hopes that once the Steering Com-
mittee has completed its report and developed a
range of new policy options, the State Government
will endorse and
dations early next year and, where necessary, in-
troduce new legislation to give effect to the new
policy.

We will continue to keep traditional owners
informed through a range of mechanisms
through newsletters, via our website and through
reports at claim group meetings. The Land Justice
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Group will also be issuing its own regular news-
letters.

Another significant matter for mention is that the
NTSV Board has adopted a new Strategic Plan for
to inform al/l of NTSVGds
years. The Plan is focused on the strategic vision
to OTurn the Tided of I
owners in Victoria and its key elements can be
found on our website (www.ntsv.com.au).

Finally, | can report t
native title conference 9 to be held in June 2009
A will be held here in Melbourne. This will be an
opportunity to showcase the positive outcomes of
the current statewide policy negotiation process
and to host important native title discussions.

NTSV will be a co -host of this conference and will
b&EVPofRiAY clodel§ With the Mefbumentraditidral
owners in order to make this a conference that
contributes constructively to the national and
State policy agendas.

Yours in the struggle
Graham Atkinson

The Robinvale native title

® group Instructing Committee
on a study tour of sand
mines and processing

~ plants across Victoria.

: see page 4
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National Native Title Conference

NTSV Community Liaison
Officer Drew Berick reports:
This was my first conference

There was a real sense of pride
and privilege from the hosts in

Perth, sharing their stories,
struggles and commitment to
their country while ensuring

that it was entertaining and

informative for all who at-
tended. The elders spoke their
language beautifully and made
everybody feel so welcome.

Every morning started with a dance in the main
theatre which | thought was great as |

had never seen traditional dance from
Western Australia before.

The seminars were really informative and
people were very supportive of one an-
other. The audience was always allowed
to participate and there was a lot of dis-
cussion about how some groups can best
deal with some of their issues.

However, it was also apparent
that policies and procedures vary
from State to State and so not all
solutions for one group in one
State were available to others
from another State. | found this

most apparent in the session
about Aboriginal participation in

the management of national
parks.

The ball on the last night was a
perfect way to finish the con-
ference with more dances,
music and good tucker. It
was a fantastic experience to
visit Perth and meet some
great people.

Though it was

my first con-

ference, [

think it has

really set the
benchmark

for Victoria

hosting the

National

Native Title

Conference

in 2009.
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and I wasnot di sappointed.

- Perth

Claim Update

Gunai -Kurnai

There have been a number of important developments in the Gunai -Kurnai claim during the first half of
this year. The early/preservation evidence hearing which started in December 2007 continued through

the first couple of months of this year. The hearing finally concluded on 11 th March 2008, with the State
in closing submissions telling the Court that the case presented on behalf of the Gunai -Kurnai recom-
mends itself, and is one with which the State is prepared to further engage.

In late February and early March, a num-

ber of aspirations workshops were held in

various locations on country: Orbost, Lake

Tyers, Bairnsdale and Morwell. Significant

progress was made at these workshops

towards finalising the Gunai -Kurnai

aspirations statement. The Governing

Committee of the Gunaikurnai Land &

Waters Aboriginal Corporation (GLaWAC)

has now approved a final version in readi-

ness for presentation to the State.
L to R: Charmaine Singleton, Wayne Thorpe, Doreen Thomas, Lena Thomas, Adeline
McDonald and Albert Hayes at the Aspirations Workshop in Morwell on 5th March.

The Gunai -Kurnai connection reports have also been finalised, and were provided to the State in July.

The State is now assessing those reports and will be providing a response later in the year.

On 23 May, the GLaWAC was appointed as the Registered Aboriginal Party (RAP) under the Aboriginal
Heritage Act 2006 over a large part of the Gunai  -Kurnai claim area. The Corporation is now in the proc-
ess of putting the appropriate structures in place to ensure that it can fulfill its responsibilities.

At the Gunai -Kurnai directions hearing on 17  t July 2008, the State again indicated that it was prepared

to commence negotiations with the Gunai -Kurnai. Accordingly the judge made orders for Federal Court
supervision of the progress of negotiations.
The Gunaikurnai Land & Waters Aboriginal Corporation held its first AGM on the 2 nd & 3rd August 2008.

The members of the Corporation chose an elders council, which then elected a new governing committee.

North West

The North West Negotiating Group has continued to meet with the State to discuss North West land
justice aspirations. The negotiators have considered a number of aspirations and look forward to
continuing to negotiate these and other aspirations in parallel to, and following the Steering Committee

process. Regular claim group meetings have been held to give claim groups and negotiators an important
opportunity to report back and discuss the content and progress of the North West Regional Settlement
negotiations.

NTSV encourages all North West claimants to attend local claim group meetings and/or to contact NTSV
for further information and to ensure they continue to remain informed of all relevant aspects of the
settlement process. NTSV continues to actively support the North West claim groups involved in the
regional settlement process. The members of the North West Regional Negotiating Group are Aunty
Stephanie Charles, Lena Moore -Sweeney, Cain Chaplin, Jacinta Chaplin, Neville Whyman, Aunty Dawn
Smith, Barry Pearce, Richie Kennedy, Ricky Kerr, Graham Atkinson, Melissa Jones and Bobby Nicholls.

Other Claim Matters

Progress is also being made in relation to other singni
particular, Gunditjmara Part B, other areas of the South West (Kirrae Wurrung etc) and Taungurung. We
will report more fully on these matters in the next newsletter.

Page 3



