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From the Chairman

The significant issue that [ focus on in my message
for this newsletter is last week’s historic meeting of
the traditional owners of Victoria.

The meeting was an outstanding success and [
want to thank all those delegates who attended on
behalf of their groups for their contribution to the
success of the meeting. There were 20 first nations
represented.

The meeting endorsed a Statement calling on the
State Government to consider a raft of land justice
measures. This Statement of principles was pre-
sented in person to the Attorney General, Rob
Hulls, and the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs,
Gavin Jennings, on the second day of the meeting
and | am confident that it will provide the Govern-
ment with a clear blueprint for its long-awaited in-
digenous land justice agenda, whilst at the same
time allowing for native title claims around the
State to be settled far more readily.

The Statement endorsed by the meeting and pro-
vided to the Ministers is included as an insert with
this newsletter. As well as assisting the Govern-
ment with its own considerations, NTSV believes
that the Statement will provide those native title
claimant groups that have not yet documented
their aspirations with a framework for doing so,
thus hopefully assisting with the settlement of
their claims.

I will be writing separately to every traditional
owner group to invite each group to nominate a
representative onto a reference group that can take

State Government. The reference group would
be similar to the indigenous working group that
came together a decade ago to negotiate the Na-
tive Title Act with the Commonwealth Govern-
ment and key leaders would need to be involved
to ensure that the principles set out in the
Statement are not overlooked in the Govern-
ment’s consideration of any indigenous land
Jjustice plans.

It is imperative that these issues be fully ad-
dressed with the Government over the next
twelve months as there is a State election due
by the end of 2006 and the political opportunity
will be lost if not grasped now.

As you will be aware, the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs has been consulting across the State on
issues of land and resource management. Rob
Hulls is not only the Attorney General (and so
responsible for the resolution of native title
claims), but also the Minister for Planning. As
such he has responsibility for the Crown Land
(Reserves) Act and the Land Act, both of which
are highly relevant to some of the key land jus-
tice principles set out in the Statement en-
dorsed at last week’s meeting.

It is time that the traditional owners of this
State received proper recognition. Native title
claims need to be settled in a way that provides
real land justice.

Graham Atkinson
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